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Although the Guatemalan Army claims that the guerrilla movement numbers only 500-700
armed combatants, most other sources place the figure at least three times higher. According
to the Institute for Strategic and International Studies at Georgetown University, Washington,
DC, there are some 2,000 armed guerrillas in Guatemala. The guerrilla coalition (Guatemalan
National Revolutionary Unity-URNG) claims there have been 3,000 to 5,000 armed combatants in
Guatemala. Guerrilla numbers are virtually unverifiable. However, it is clear that guerrilla activity
has intensified during the past 18 months. According to the Central America Report, "guerrilla
activity appears to be at its highest level in the last few years." The rebel radio station Voz Popular
claimed that during the first 80 days of 1988, the guerrillas caused 581 Army casualties. Press
accounts citing guerrilla dispatches reported 119 soldiers killed, including eleven officers. Guerrilla
losses included five dead and 18 wounded. In contrast, the Army reported 18 guerrillas and 17
soldiers killed, and 18 soldiers wounded for the same period. Defense Minister Hector Gramajo has
stated that "the Guatemalan guerrilla movement has been reduced to a mere (armed) band that
roams the mountainous areas of the country, lacking logistic and organizational support to carry
out armed action...[The Army] has complete control over the country." Press reports for the first
six months of 1988, however, indicate guerrilla activity in at least ten departments, including the
low-lying coastal areas in Suchitepequez. Despite the presence of over 6,000 troops in the northern
Quiche region, the Army's guerrilla elimination campaign has not been successful. In early 1988
following heavy casualties, the Army pulled out two crack battalions from the area, including its
Kaibil troops. On April 19 an Army officer and four Army Engineers were killed near Xalibal, Ixcan
during construction of the Northern Transversal Highway. According to the CERIGUA news agency,
on May 22 and 23, the Guatemalan Army used A-37B and Pilatus PC-7 planes and helicopters to
engage in indiscriminate bombings, including the use of white phosphorus powder, in the Ixcan
area. On May 22, troops from the Puente Xalibal garrison reportedly attacked the civilian population
with .105mm Obus mortars which also contained white phosphorus. (Basic data from Americas
Watch Committee, Guatemala-News in Brief No. 23, August 1988; summarized by Malcolm Gordon,
CAU associate editor)
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